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Dear Colleagues,

This year’s first ever virtual Drug Treatment/Recovery Court training conference: “Where Justice, Treatment and 
Recovery Meet-Principles to Practice Over the Next Twenty-Five Years” honors Twenty-Five Years of Drug Courts in 
New England. Features include the premier of a moving video of the stories of six drug court graduates’ path from prison 
to drug court to recovery, and keynote addresses by Douglas Marlowe, Senior Scientific Consultant, National Association 
of Drug Court Professionals “Taking Stock of Drug Courts After 30 Years: The Good News, The Bad News, and Lessons 
Learned for the Next Generation” and Tom Coderre, Regional Administrator for Region 1 – New England – Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) “What’s recovery got to do with it? Only. . . everything!”

The conference offers 17 workshops and two plenary presentations in addition to the video premier.  Hundreds of people 
have registered for this event. The conference promises to be a thought-provoking event focusing on drug court and 
veteran court operations and strategies to battle the ongoing opioid epidemic and the impact of COVID-19 pandemic. 
National and local experts will update practitioners with the newest research findings on best practices for all specialty/
recovery courts. New challenges that could affect drug court effectiveness will also be addressed. Those challenges include 
the legalization of marijuana, the entry of new illicit drugs as well as the re-emergence of methamphetamines and cocaine.

Supporting this conference are state agencies including the Bureau of Substance Addiction Services within the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health; the Massachusetts Trial Court and other 

States’ judicial Branches; the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security; regional and federal agencies 
and organizations such as Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals, National Drug Court Institute, Justice for Vets.  The conference is also supported by our sponsors and  
other partners.

We are announcing our new name – New England Association of Recovery Court Professionals. This is reflective of the 
holistic, comprehensive approach of drug treatment/recovery courts with emphasis on the continuum of treatment and 
recovery. We are also announcing our new website NEARCP.org, where you will be able to find many of the presentations 
happening over these two days. 

As the only regional drug court association in the country, we have demonstrated an ability to bridge state and geographic 
differences. This creates this opportunity to gather, to learn, and to network with new and old colleagues across our state 
borders. We hope you find this conference, albeit virtual, a valuable opportunity. Our special thanks go to our partners, 
sponsors, and other supporters who have made this conference possible. Enjoy every minute of these two virtually packed 
and exciting days of our annual conference.

Stay well and safe,

Honorable Robert Ziemian (retired), President, NEARCP Board of Directors

Roberta Garson Leis, Executive Director, NEARCP

on behalf of the Board of directors
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Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance   www.//bja.ojp.gov/

Justice for Vets   https://justiceforvets.org/

National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP)   www.NADCP.org 

National Drug Court Institute (NDCI)   www.NDCI.org 

Connecticut Division of Criminal Justice   www.ct.gov/csao/site/default.asp 

Maine Judicial Branch   www.courts.maine.gov/ 

Maine Administrative Office of the Courts   www.courts.maine.gov/maine_courts/admin/index.shtml 

Maine Office of Behavioral Health   https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/samhs/

Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Bureau of Substance Addiction Services    
    www.mass.gov/orgs/bureau-of-substance-addiction-services 

Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security    
    www.mass.gov/topics/executive-office-of-public-safety-and-security 

Massachusetts Trial Court   www.mass.gov/orgs/executive-office-of-the-trial-court 

New Hampshire Judicial Branch   www.courts.state.nh.us 

Rhode Island Judicial Branch   www.courts.ri.gov 

Vermont Court Administrator’s Office   www.vermontjudiciary.org/JC/CourtAdminOffice.aspx

FEDERAL, NATIONAL, AND REGIONAL PARTNERS

STATE PARTNERS
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PLATINUM LEVEL

The Gavin Foundation is a nonprofit agency providing substance abuse treatment, 
education, and prevention programs. We serve more than 10,000 individuals each 
year through our acute, stabilization, recovery home and community based clinical and 
peer support services. The Gavin Foundation works from a deep commitment to the 
community, including the widespread community of individuals and families in recovery. 
https://www.gavinfoundation.org

GOLD LEVEL

SCRAM Systems is the world’s leading provider of electronic monitoring and software solutions for the 
criminal justice industry. Our flagship product, the SCRAM Continuous Alcohol Monitoring® bracelet 
revolutionized the way drug courts monitor and manage alcohol-involved clients. SCRAM Systems 
is also at the forefront of developing software solutions such as SCRAM Nexus® for implementation 
of Evidence-Based Practices and the SCRAM TouchPoint™ client engagement mobile app. These 
integrated solutions work together with the goal of improving client outcomes, enhancing officer 
effectiveness and agency productivity, and making communities safer. 
https://www.scramsystems.com

SPONSORS AND EXHIBITORS
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BRONZE LEVEL

The Moral Reconation Therapy – MRT® program, offered by Correctional 
Counseling, Inc. (CCI), is the premier cognitive behavioral program for 
substance abuse treatment and offender populations. Over 200 published 
reports have documented that MRT-treated offenders have re-arrest and 
reincarceration rates up to 75% lower than expected. Growing outcome data 
supports MRT as a treatment modality with the non-criminal justice population 
as well, showing improved psychiatric symptoms and functioning, increased 
medication adherence, and other favorable outcome measures.  MRT is a 
systematic method designed to promote positive self-image & identity. 
MRT seeks to reeducate clients socially, morally, and behaviorally to instill 
appropriate goals, motivation, and values through systematic self-evaluation 
and goal-setting activities. CCI is the sole source provide of MRT training 
and materials, offering evidence-based programs in substance abuse, relapse 
prevention, anger management, domestic violence, codependency, parenting, 
job readiness, and trauma.  
https://www.ccimrt.com

Orexo US, Inc., is a specialty pharmaceutical company with a mission to 
advance the treatment of opioid dependence and support patient care.  
https://us.orexo.com/orexo-us-inc

Vermont Law School in connection with the National Center on Restorative 
Justice host one of the nation’s leading restorative justice programs. The 
Center serves as the premier education, training, and research location 
for the advancement of restorative justice principles and practices. VLS 
and the Center train law and graduate students, community members, 
criminal justice professionals, educators, social service providers, and policy 
makers in the value of restorative and innovative criminal justice programs 
with a focus on a less punitive response to harm. Vermont Law School 
offers flexible programs to learn on campus, online, or through a hybrid 
of both. Degrees include a Master of Arts in Restorative Justice (MARJ), a 
Professional Certificate in Restorative Justice and a Joint JD/MARJ. 
https://www.vermontlaw.edu

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet
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VENDOR LEVEL

AdCare, short for Alcohol and Drug Care, is a medical organization specializing 
in treating substance dependency. For nearly 45 years, the compassionate team 
at AdCare has been helping individuals and families find recovery. AdCare offers 
a range of treatment options. With two nationally-accredited detox and inpatient 
facilities and numerous outpatient centers throughout Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, we provide convenient and personalized treatment options. For more 
information about AdCare programs and services call 1-800-ALCOHOL (252-6465) 
or visit adcare.com. AdCare … Your Recovery Begins Here. 
https://adcare.com

Advocates champions people who face developmental, mental health, or other 
life challenges. We partner with individuals and families to shape creative solutions 
to even the greatest obstacles. Advocates Community Justice programs support 
men and women whose involvement in the criminal justice system is rooted in 
behavioral health problems, such as addiction, mental health conditions, or trauma. 
Our programs address these underlying causes by connecting participants to 
appropriate treatment, housing, vocational opportunities and social services, so 
that they can lead healthy and productive lives in the community. 
https://www.advocates.org

Alkermes plc is a fully integrated, global biopharmaceutical company that applies 
its scientific and technological expertise to develop innovative medicines in the 
fields of neuroscience and oncology to address the unmet needs and challenges  
of people living with debilitating diseases. 
https://www.alkermes.com

Dominion Diagnostics is a leading national drug monitoring partner that offers 
customizable testing options and actionable clinical information to inform and 
advance treatment outcomes. For over two decades, Dominion has been a trusted 
choice for addiction treatment centers and providers across the country for its 
quality, customer service, and compliance.  
https://www.dominiondiagnostics.com

Newport Healthcare is a family of evidence-based healing centers for  
teen and Young adults struggling with mental health issues. We believe  
in creating sustainable healing through identifying and addressing underlying 
trauma(s)/ mental health issues/ and attachment wounds. We understand that all 
of our clients come in with different backgrounds and histories, but we believe that 
they are all united in the need for healing. Through 11 years of outcome studied, 
clinically sophisticated programming, we believe that as authentic, positive 
connections with self, peers and families are explored and emerge, healing begins; 
and old, maladaptive behaviors are no longer needed. Fear is truly replaced with 
love and disconnection is worked into connection. 
https://www.newporthealthcare.com

SPONSORS AND EXHIBITORS
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The New England Addiction Technology Transfer Center  
is part of a national network that provides services to addiction  
treatment providers. As a multidisciplinary resource for  
professionals in the substance use disorders treatment and recovery  
support services field, the ATTC Network serves to:  Accelerate the adoption 
and implementation of evidence-based and promising addiction treatment and 
recovery-oriented practices and services; Heighten the awareness, knowledge, 
and skills of the workforce that addresses the needs of people with substance use 
or other behavioral health disorders; and Foster regional and national alliances 
among culturally diverse practitioners, researchers, policymakers, funders, and the 
recovery community. The ATTC network is funded by the Substance Abuse Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) — a national leader in preparing the 
addictions workforce to deliver effective and culturally sensitive services that lead 
to long-term recovery. 
https://attcnetwork.org/centers/new-england-attc/home

Founded in 1969, Spectrum Health Systems, Inc. is a private, nonprofit 
organization dedicated to improving the lives of individuals impacted by substance 
use and/or mental health disorders. Over the past fifty-one years, Spectrum has 
become known as an industry leader, helping thousands of individuals overcome 
addiction and reclaim their lives. Today, we offer a continuum of services across 
Massachusetts, including inpatient detoxification, residential rehabilitation, 
medication-assisted treatment, outpatient counseling and peer recovery support. 
Spectrum also operates a number of residential programs for the Massachusetts 
Department of Youth Services and contracts with several states to deliver 
specialized programming for substance using criminal offenders. 
https://www.spectrumhealthsystems.org/

Sunrise Detox Millbury is a licensed drug and alcohol medical detoxification 
facility. Dedicated to helping people who struggle with substance abuse, 
alcoholism, and co-occurring disorders recover, our staff comprises caring and 
licensed professionals in substance abuse treatment. From years of experience 
treating drug and alcohol addiction, we know one of the biggest obstacles to 
recovery is fear of the withdrawal process. Sunrise Detox offers a safe,  
comfortable, and effective detox treatment program, regardless of what 
substances are being abused. 
https://www.sunrisedetoxcenters.com

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet
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AGENDA   |   Wednesday, November 18, 2020

8:00  – 8:15 am WELCOME / CONFERENCE OVERVIEW

 Honorable Paula Carey, Chief Justice, Massachusetts Trial Court

  Roberta Garson Leis, MEd, MPA, Executive Director, New England Association of  
Recovery Court Professionals

  Honorable Robert P. Ziemian (retired), President, New England Association of  
Recovery Court Professionals

8:15 – 9:30 am  KEYNOTE ADDRESS

  Taking Stock of Drug Courts After 30 Years: The Good News, The Bad News,  
and Lessons Learned for the Next Generation

 Moderator: Honorable Tina Nadeau, Chief Justice, New Hampshire Superior Court

  Douglas Marlowe, JD, PhD, Senior Scientific Consultant, National Association of  
Drug Court Professionals

  More research has been conducted on drug courts and other treatment courts than 
virtually all other criminal justice programs combined. The Good News: Drug courts reduce 
crime and substance use, improve the lives of persons involved in the justice system, and 
produce positive cost-benefits for taxpayers. Evidence has identified the optimal target 
population for drug courts and a range of best practices associated with better outcomes. 
The Bad News: Some drug courts violate core tenets of the model by targeting the wrong 
participants, barring use of medication-assisted treatment, paying insufficient attention to 
racial and ethnic disparities, and overusing jail sanctions. Lessons Learned: Current policy 
proposals for justice reform must heed the lessons of 30 years of research on drug courts to 
achieve their intended aims of enhancing public health and safety.

WORKSHOP SESSION I

9:45 – 11:15 am  A1. Effective Substance Use Disorder Treatments for the Justice-Involved  
Veteran Population

  Brian Meyer, PhD, LCP, Clinical Psychologist, PTSD-SUD Specialist, Central Virginia VA 
Health System; Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Virginia Commonwealth 
University

  The justice-involved veteran (JIV) population has unique behavioral health needs that 
warrant tailored therapeutic responses from the treatment court field, especially in the 
area of Substance Use Disorders. When the proper therapeutic interventions match the 
specific needs of the participant, results can be phenomenal! This session provides an 
overview of Substance Use Disorders in JIVs and current proven, effective treatment 
modalities that address the tailored SUDs needs of the JIV population. The therapeutic 
models discussed are all evidence-based.

9:45 – 11:15 am  A2. Burning Issues in Treatment Courts

  Helen Harberts, MA, JD, Chief Probation Officer and Chief Deputy Assistant District 
Attorney (retired), Butte County California

  Across the country certain issues appear to commonly challenge and even threaten 
treatment courts. The speaker has developed a list of common concerns in a few major 

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet
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areas. Some of the areas of concern are internal threats, and some are external. The 
focus will be on treatment, the law, probation and supervision, political challenges, target 
populations and the challenges of dealing with people who need help in an era of illness and 
social distancing. You may have a headache after this presentation, but you won’t be bored.

WORKSHOP SESSION II

11:30 am – 1:00 pm B1. Complex Cases  

 Moderator: Honorable Tina Nadeau, Chief Justice, New Hampshire Superior Court

  Helen Harberts, MA, JD, Chief Probation Officer and Chief Deputy Assistant District 
Attorney (retired), Butte County California

  Brian Meyer, PhD, LCP, Clinical Psychologist, PTSD-SUD Specialist, Central Virginia VA 
Health System; Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Virginia Commonwealth 
University

  During this session, the panel will discuss several actual cases from New England Drug 
Court Programs involving participants who have struggled with drug court program 
requirements and whose behavior has been especially challenging for the drug court 
team to manage and address successfully. During this session we will ask the experts 
for recommendations on whether sanctions were appropriate, whether the team was 
considering all treatment options, and whether termination was appropriate. At the 
suggestion of conference attendees from last year, we are inviting you to bring your own 
complex case scenario for discussion as well.

11:30 am – 12:45 pm B2. Leveraging Military Cultural Nuances to the Participant’s Benefit  

 Scott Tirocchi, MA, MS, LPC, Major, USA (retired); Director, Justice for Vets 

  Military service has a unique and long-lasting impact on current and former service 
members. For those that become justice-involved, the learned cultural values, ethics, and 
standards applied during their service can be leveraged with the participant by the VTC 
Team in a manner and context that will benefit the participant, participant’s immediate 
support network, and the overall community.

11:30 am – 1:00 pm B3. Drug Testing 101

 Paul Cary, MS, Independent Forensic Toxicology Consultant

  Effective drug testing in Drug Court is essential to the overall success of the program. This 
presentation is designed to be a comprehensive review designed to provide information 
and strategies for building and maintaining a successful abstinence monitoring program. 
Collection strategies and result interpretation – two essential components of a credible 
testing program will be discussed. Attendees will learn the reasons for testing, how to 
select clients for maximum abstinence surveillance, and what specimens yield the best 
results. Additional focus issues will include controlling sample tampering and the use of 
creatinine measurements, the application of EtG/EtS monitoring, the challenges of on-site 
testing, dispelling popular drug testing myths and much more. This session is intended to 
encourage practitioners to know more about drug testing than their clients.

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet



PAGE  10

WORKSHOP SESSION III

1:15 – 2:30 pm C1. Building and Sustaining Your Community Coalition for Your JIV Population  

 Patrick Welch, PhD, Veteran, United States Marine Corps

  This session provides practical examples and engaging discussion on how to ensure that 
one of the most critical components of the VTC, the mentoring component, survives and 
thrives. The primary focus of this training is the essential role the mentoring component 
provides to the veteran participant concerning continuity of support and resources long 
after they have completed the court program.

1:15 – 2:45 pm C2. Drug Testing Mythbusters  

 Paul Cary, MS, Independent Forensic Toxicology Consultant

  What is fact and what is fiction? Using the popular Discovery Channel’s show 
“MythBusters” as a launching point, this session will investigate and evaluate many of the 
popular myths associated with drug testing. This presentation aims to “prove” or “bust” 
the myths your clients use to rationalize unfavorable drug testing results. Learn to be 
savvier than your clients.

WORKSHOP SESSION IV

3:00 – 4:15 pm  D1. Finding Hope: Reducing Recidivism Among Veteran Populations and Individuals 
with Antisocial Personality Disorder (ASPD)

 Kenneth Robinson, EdD, President and Founder, Correctional Counseling, Inc. 

  This session is designed to equip attendees with the knowledge needed to make 
informed decisions when choosing evidence-based treatment options for their clients, 
especially Veterans and individuals with cooccurring disorders. An emphasis is placed on 
substance abuse and criminal justice statistics, review of research on effective treatment 
approaches (and ineffective approaches), and results of over 30 years of research on the 
Moral Reconation Therapy – MRT® program in various court and corrections settings.

3:00 – 4:30 pm D2. Program Termination

  Helen Harberts, MA, JD, Chief Probation Officer and Chief Deputy Assistant District 
Attorney (retired), Butte County California

  It is human to become frustrated and react to many of the challenges presented by 
people with complex disorders. Often that reaction results in participant defiance, self-
sabotage, and results in premature termination. This class is designed to address multiple 
issues around termination, including types of termination, when and why you might 
terminate, and the legal issues which surround termination procedures. If you think your 
process and termination rate is perfect, this isn’t your class. If you are concerned, stop by.

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet
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AGENDA   |   Thursday, November 19, 2020

WORKSHOP SESSION I

8:00 – 9:15 am E1. Criminogenic Risk and Needs and the Justice Involved Veteran Population  

 Scott Tirocchi, MA, MS, LPC, Major, USA (Retired); Director, Justice for Vets

  Failure to recognize and address the issues that put a justice-involved veteran or service 
member at risk for continued criminal behavior can result in the person returning to 
the criminal justice system again and again. This session will focus on identifying the 
most significant risk factors for criminal justice involvement and actions that can be 
implemented to reduce a veteran participant’s likelihood of further criminal justice 
involvement.

8:00 – 9:30 am E2. Medication Assisted Treatment: Diagnosis, Medication and Therapy  

  Steven Hanson, MS Ed., Associate Commissioner of Treatment, NY State Office of 
Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS)) 

  This session will tackle the complicated relationship between addictions, violence, and 
criminal recidivism. Individuals with substance use disorders (SUD) are often involved 
with the justice system and SUD are associated with an increased risk of violence 
and criminal behaviors. The complex relationship between SUD, violence and justice 
involvement – an unfortunate trifecta - leads to a set of social circumstances that further 
cement this association. For example, homelessness, financial limitation and association 
with individuals with a criminal record often seen with SUD incites criminal behavior. 
Such behavior may introduce the person to the justice system and lead to incarceration, 
probation or parole, further compromising their socioeconomic situation and subject 
them to trauma and violence which they may later perpetrate. In this session, we aim to 
dissect the medical basis of addictive disorders, understanding their neurobiological basis, 
as well as the social, interpersonal and psychological phenomena manifested in persons 
with SUD, specifically addressing Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT). We will further 
discuss evidence based and data driven diagnostic and treatment approaches for working 
with persons with SUD including MAT medication and what those individual treatment 
plans look like.

WORKSHOP SESSION II

9:45 – 11:15 am F1. Research-Driven Therapies for Survivors of Trauma

  Brian Meyer, PhD, LCP, Clinical Psychologist, PTSD-SUD Specialist, Central Virginia VA 
Health System; Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Virginia Commonwealth 
University

  A significant portion of individuals that are in the criminal justice system has incurred a 
single trauma or several traumas throughout their lives. This session will focus on having 
a trauma-informed approach to working with these participants in your VTC. Additionally, 
research-driven trauma-informed services that most effectively meet the responsivity 
needs of the JIV will be identified and reviewed for possible consideration.

9:45 – 11:15 am  F2. Practical Guidance for Continuing Treatment, Supporting Recovery, and 
Preventing Recurrence/Relapse During These Unprecedented Times and Beyond 

  Terrence Walton, MSW, CSAC, Chief Operating Officer, National Association of Drug 
Court Professionals

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet
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  Recovery is more than abstinence. Recovery is more than remission. Recovery is a process 
of change through which individuals achieve remission from substance use disorder and 
improve their health and wellness, live a self-directed life, and strive to reach their full 
potential. Research demonstrates that recovery is not only possible, it’s probable. Most 
people living with SUD will eventually achieve stable long-term recovery. Unfortunately, 
not everyone has the same likelihood of moving from addiction to recovery. This session 
will explore the critical steps in achieving stable recovery, the factors that differentiate 
those who recover from those who do not, and how treatment courts can help.

WORKSHOP SESSION III

11:30 am – 1:00 pm G1. Ensuring Effective Team Communication During Challenging Times  

 Honorable Mary Jane Knisely, State of Montana

  As members of a multidisciplinary team, we act as role-models and set the stage for 
influencing long term recovery and non-justice involvement. The way in which we 
communicate with each other will impact the way in which we communicate with our 
justice-involved veteran (JIV) participants. This session will address how to effectively 
communicate with one another even during these challenging times when physical 
communication in a personal setting may not be an option.

11:30 am – 1:00 pm G2. Working with Methamphetamine Involved Participants  

  Helen Harberts, MA, JD, Chief Probation Officer and Chief Deputy Assistant District 
Attorney (retired), Butte County California

  Join a fast-moving tour of the unique attributes of methamphetamine dependent 
persons in your treatment courts. There are unique aspects of the drug which make 
engagement, treatment, behavior modification and supervision different from other 
stimulant and CNS depressant users. The physical, behavioral and cognitive challenges 
are a perfect match for a drug court. Learn how to recognize the differences and get tips 
on how to adapt for success. Some people have expressed concern about dealing with 
methamphetamine dependent folks. They are different, but very treatable. You just need 
to know what to expect.

AFTERNOON PROGRAM

1:15 – 2:00 pm Welcome

  Deirdre Calvert, MSW, LICSW, Director, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, 
Bureau of Substance Addiction Services

 What’s Recovery Got To Do With It?  Only . . . Everything!

  Tom Coderre, Regional Administrator for Region 1 – New England – Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)

  In this session, participants will learn about the activities and efforts of both federal and 
state governments to promote recovery. SAMHSA’s recovery portfolio has existed for 
many years and has enabled the innovation of a suite of recovery support services.  
We will discuss how these programs are funded and the evidence that supports them.

2:00 – 2:45 pm Premiere of Video Honoring 25 Years of Drug Courts in New England

  

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet
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WORKSHOP SESSION IV

3:00 – 4:15 pm H1. The Mentee-Mentor Relationship in Your Veteran Treatment Court  

  Stacy Hester, Veteran United States Marine Corps; Founding Partner, Eagle Ops.

  A mentor’s influence can be critical to the veteran mentee’s success while in the Veterans 
Treatment Court. This session provides an overview of that role and uses case studies to 
help depict the ideal relationship-building between mentor and mentee.

3:00 – 4:30 pm  H2. Understanding and Coping with Participant Relapse: Its Effect on  
the Drug Court Team

 Joe Lunievicz, Consultant, National Drug Court Institute

  As Drug Courts mature, and we struggle through the COVID pandemic, longer-term 
issues of team continuity and growth take on increased importance. A more informal 
work environment, increased accessibility in the context of a dual criminal justice and 
drug treatment environment, the difficulties of coping with relapse, issues of counter 
transference, and the effects of vicarious trauma impact upon this. Dealing with a chronic 
illness for which the client is prone to relapse requires a further understanding of the 
relapse process and a re-examining of a practitioner’s standard of success. Selfcare and 
team wellness strategies, in light of these stressors, will be discussed.
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Paul L. Cary, M.S., is an independent forensic toxicology consultant. He retired as director of the nationally 
recognized Toxicology Laboratory at the University of Missouri in 2015 after working there for 40 years. The laboratory 
performed drug testing for drug courts, hospitals, mental health facilities, attorneys, coroners and medical examiners, 
athletic programs, and public and private employers. Mr. Cary has authored numerous scientific publications and 
monographs, served on a variety of clinical and technical advisory committees, taught at the university, and was 
involved in drug testing research, and he continues to serve as a consultant in toxicology-related matters. He has also 
provided judicial education, including lecturing at the National Judicial College on alcohol pharmacology, the use of 
expert testimony, and drug testing issues. He has been certified as an expert and provided expert testimony in court 
(local, state, and federal) and in labor arbitration. He is a member of the Society of Forensic Toxicology. Mr. Cary has 
been a resource to drug court teams throughout the nation and oversees and serves as visiting faculty for NADCP, the 
Center for Court Innovation, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and NDCI. 

Hon. Paula M. Carey was appointed Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Trial Court in July 2013 by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court to a five-year term and she was re-appointed in 2018 for an additional five-year term. In this role, 
she has oversight, together with the Court Administrator, of seven court departments comprised of 385 judges and 6,400 
court staff, including the Massachusetts Probation Service and 99 court facilities. Prior to this appointment, Chief Justice 
Carey served as Chief Justice of the Probate and Family Court for six years and was an Associate Justice of the Norfolk 
Probate and Family Court between 2001 and 2007. Before her appointment to the bench, Chief Justice Carey was a partner 
in the firm of Carey & Mooney, PC, where she specialized in domestic relations matters. Chief Justice Carey is a graduate 
of the New England School of Law. Chief Justice Carey has lectured and authored articles for numerous publications and 
educational programs in the area of domestic relations, both as a practitioner and as a judge. As Chief Justice, she often 
speaks about justice initiatives involving mental health and substance use disorders, Sequential Intercept Mapping, and on 
the Trial Court’s efforts on diversity, equity and inclusion. She is actively involved with the National Center for State Courts 
on the National Judicial Opioid Task Force and on the Mental Health Advisory Committee and served on the Council of 
State Governments Working Group and on Governor Baker’s Opioid Task Force. During her career, she has been honored 
by organizations including the Massachusetts Bar Association with the Daniel J. Toomey Excellence in the Judiciary Award, 
the Massachusetts Judges Conference, the Middlesex Bar Association, MCLE, the Massachusetts Association of Women 
Lawyers, the Massachusetts Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, the Haskell Cohn Award for Distinguished Judicial Service 
from the Boston Bar Association in 2013, and was the Dean’s Reception Honoree at New England Law for her commitment 
to public service and dedication to the law school and its students. She received the Greater Boston Fiduciary Law American 
Inn of Court Award of Excellence and the Massachusetts Judges Conference President’s Award of 2016. Most recently, in 
2018, she received the Peter J. Muse Award for contributions to the community.

Roberta Garson Leis, M.P.A., M.Ed., played an integral role in establishing the first drug court in New England, in 
MA, and has been involved in the national drug court movement since 1992. Currently, she is Executive Director of 
the New England Association of Recovery Court Professionals, where she had been the past president. She has been 
a consultant for the MA Trial Court and their Center of Excellence for Specialty Courts at UMASS Medical School. She 
is a consultant for Advocates For Human Potential (AHP), where she helped to design and implement the grant that 
was awarded to MA Bureau of Substance Addiction Services by Bureau of Justice Assistance, Department of Justice-
funded statewide Drug Court project. She is also a consultant for the National Center for RSAT (Residential Substance 
Abuse Treatment in Jail/prison) based at AHP. She served as senior staff of Join Together, where she worked from 
1991–2010. Join Together was a national program funded primarily by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), 
based at Boston University School of Public Health, that helped communities throughout the country prevent and 
reduce alcohol and drug problems. Prior to working at Join Together, she was the first Executive Director of the 
Massachusetts Governor’s Alliance Against Drugs, a high profile, effective statewide program that became a national 
model. She received her MPA from Harvard University, her MEd from Tufts University and her BA from Vassar College.

Drug Courts: Where Justice, Treatment, and Recovery Meet
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Helen Harberts, M.A., J.D., has been working in criminal justice since 1983. As a prosecutor, Ms. Harberts rose to 
become the chief deputy district attorney in Butte County, California. As a chief probation officer (1995 to 2002), 
she implemented multiple problem-solving courts. After the stint in probation, she returned to her roots as a 
prosecuting attorney, practicing law exclusively in problem-solving courts for over five years. She retired in 2011, 
but popped out of retirement for five months in 2012 to 2013 to serve as the interim director of the Harris County 
Community Supervision and Corrections Department in Houston. She has published a Client Life Skills Workbook 
for the Hazelden Community Corrections Program, as well as writing chapters in Drug Courts, published by Springer 
Publications (2007), and NDCI’s The Drug Court Judicial Benchbook. Ms. Harberts continues to train probation and 
justice professionals across the United States. She was California’s Chief Probation Officer of the Year in 2000, and 
was honored as the 2009 Prosecutor of the Year by Region 8 of the California Narcotics Officers Association. In 
2013, Ms. Harberts was inducted into the Stanley Goldstein Drug Court Hall of Fame. It was the achievement of a 
professional lifetime. 

Douglas B. Marlowe, J.D., Ph.D., is a Senior Scientific Consultant for the National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals (NADCP) and Senior Science & Policy Advisor for Alcohol Monitoring Systems. Previously, he was the 
Chief of Science, Law & Policy for NADCP, the Director of Law & Ethics Research at the Treatment Research Institute, 
and Adjunct Associate Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.  A lawyer and 
clinical psychologist, Dr. Marlowe studies the impact of coercion in substance use disorder treatment, the effects of 
drug courts and other rehabilitation programs for persons with substance use disorders involved in the justice system, 
and behavioral treatments for persons with substance use disorders and justice system involvement.  He is a Fellow of 
the American Psychological Association (APA) and the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, has received proficiency 
certification in the treatment of psychoactive substance use disorders from the APA College of Professional 
Psychology, and is a designated Master Addiction Counselor by the National Certification Commission for Addiction 
Professionals. Dr. Marlowe has published over 175 journal articles, monographs, books, and book chapters on the 
topics of correctional rehabilitation, forensic psychology, and treatment of substance use disorders. He is the Editor-
in-Chief of the Journal for Advancing Justice, serves on the editorial board of Criminal Justice & Behavior, and was 
previously the Editor-in-Chief of the Drug Court Review. 

Brian Meyer, Ph.D, L.C.P., is a clinical psychologist and the posttraumatic stress disorder/substance use disorders 
specialist at the Central Virginia VA Health System. He is also an assistant professor in the Department of Psychiatry 
and an affiliate assistant professor in the Department of Psychology at Virginia Commonwealth University. He 
obtained his A.B. from Harvard University and his Ph.D. in clinical psychology with a specialization in adolescents 
and families from Duke University.  He has worked in the child welfare and child and adult mental health fields as 
a clinician, administrator, teacher, policy maker, program developer, expert witness, researcher, and trainer. In his 
current roles, Dr. Meyer provides evidence-based treatment for veterans who have problems with PTSD, substance 
use, depression, TBI, and other cooccurring conditions; works with veterans and their families to address post-
combat adaptations; trains psychology trainees; and develops and conducts research on treatments for PTSD, 
substance abuse, and co-morbid conditions. 

Honorable Tina Nadeau was appointed Associate Justice to the New Hampshire Superior Court in 1996, and in 2011, 
was appointed Chief Justice of the Superior Court. Justice Nadeau received a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of New Hampshire in 1985, and she received her law degree from the University of New Hampshire School of Law in 
1989. Prior to being appointed to the bench, Nadeau served as legal counsel to former Governor Steve Merrill from 
1992 through 1996. She began her legal career in 1989 as an assistant attorney general in the homicide division. In 
2013, Justice Nadeau received the Caroline Gross Fellowship Award to attend the Kennedy School of Government 
program on Executive Leadership; the 2013 Eric Cogswell Achievement award, recognizing commitment to addressing 
the over incarceration of offenders with mental illness; and, she was the 2013 recipient of the Marillia Ricker Award, 
presented by the NH Bar to Women in Leadership positions. In 2015 she received the Advocacy award from New 
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Futures and the Wheelok-Nardi award from Greater Manchester Mental health for her work advocating for those with 
mental health and substance abuse issues. In 2016 she was awarded the Kathleen Taylor Legislator Award from the 
NH Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counseling Association. In 2017 Justice Nadeau received the Leadership Award from 
the New England Association of Drug Court Professionals. Justice Nadeau is currently a board member of the New 
England Association of Drug Court Professionals, and New Futures, a nonprofit organization that works to reduce 
substance abuse. In 2020, Justice Nadeau was appointed as a member of the Council on Criminal Justice and is 
serving on their National COVID-19 and Criminal Justice Task Force.  In 2006, Justice Nadeau spearheaded the effort 
to open a drug court docket in Rockingham County Superior Court and presided as the drug court judge for four 
years. At the time, there were three operating drug courts in New Hampshire. Once she became Chief Justice, she 
secured federal funding for drug courts in two additional counties. Under Justice Nadeau’s leadership, a total of ten 
drug courts are up and running in New Hampshire. In 2016, Justice Nadeau worked with legislators to pass legislation 
for statewide funding of drug court in New Hampshire. As part of the statewide legislation, Justice Nadeau has hired 
a statewide coordinator and is working with all the counties to ensure they are complying with the National Standards 
for Adult Drug Courts. As Chief Justice, she continues to cover for other drug court judges at least once per month.

Kenneth Robinson, Ed.D., received his Doctor of Education Degree in Educational Psychology and Counseling, 
and a Master of Science Degree in Psychology from the University of Memphis. He is the President of Correctional 
Counseling, Inc. and is the co-developer of Moral Reconation Therapy™ (MRT), which is listed on SAMHSA’s National 
Registry of Evidence-based Programs. He was Director of Clinical Services and Crisis Stabilization for the Midtown 
Mental Health Center in Memphis, Tennessee. He worked in Mental Health Services for the Shelby County Correction 
Center and with Project CERCE at the State Regional Prison in Memphis. Dr. Robinson conducts frequent training 
and workshops in MRT throughout the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Scotland and Puerto Rico. He has 
published and presented numerous professional articles in the areas of psychopharmacology and mental health. He 
is coauthor of all of the MRT treatment materials and other books. Dr. Robinson received the Presidential Citation 
from the American Psychological Association in May 2009 for Innovative Practice Strategies to Address Social and 
Behavioral Problems of At-Risk Youth.  He is on the faculty of the National Judicial College, National Drug Court 
Institute, and National DWI Treatment Staff Training for NTSHA. 

Scott Tirocchi, M.A., M.S., L.P.C., served in the U.S. Army Reserves and the Rhode Island Army National Guard 
for twenty-one years; his occupational specialty was 31A (military police officer). While deployed to Afghanistan in 
2003-2004, he served as Commander for the training and doctrine component of Training Assistance Group II to 
the Afghan National Army. Scott is a licensed behavioral health clinician and has an employment background rooted 
in treatment and criminal justice.  Before his current role, he was employed with the RI Judiciary, serving in a dual 
capacity as Deputy Director for their District Court’s Pretrial Services Unit and program coordinator for their veterans 
treatment court. He has served as a behavioral health clinician in jail, prison, and hospital settings, as well as various 
community behavioral health agencies located in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. He has a Master of 
Arts in Human Development and a Master of Science in Human Services. 

Patrick Welch, Ph.D., started his military career at 17 when he enlisted in the US Marine Corps. He served in Vietnam 
and was severely wounded in action and was hospitalized for 2 years recovering from his wounds. Dr. Welch was an 
international hospitality industry executive for 48 years, has worked in over 50 countries and has been a CFO (Chief 
Financial Officer), COO (Chief Operating Officer), CEO (Chief Executive Officer) and owner of several businesses. In 
December 2007, he and his partners sold their business and they all retired. In January 2008, Dr. Welch received a call 
from the Erie County Executive asking him to serve as Director of Veterans Services for Erie County, New York and 
the 100,000 veterans who live there. At the same time he was offered a position as an Adjunct Professor at Daemen 
College, In January 2008, he became involved in the Buffalo Veterans Treatment court as a Veteran Mentor. In 2010, 
he founded The Center for Veterans and Veteran Family Services at Daemen College in Amherst, NY. He spends 
considerable time with veterans involved in the criminal justice system with the Buffalo Veterans Treatment Court and 
Justice for Veterans. He also serves as Director of Military Programs for Higher Ground New York. 
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Honorable Robert P. Ziemian (retired) was a 2003 inductee into the prestigious National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals (NADCP) Hall of Fame for service to the field. He was appointed a Justice of the Massachusetts Trial 
Court in March of 1989 by Governor Michael Dukakis. Prior to his appointment, Judge Ziemian, a former Naval 
Aviator and Test Pilot, was a Criminal Lawyer who successfully prosecuted two of Massachusetts’ most notorious 
homicide cases in the mid 1980’s. In his early years on the bench, he conducted jury trials at the West Roxbury 
and Dorchester District Courts. Because of his long time interest in combining drug treatment, prevention, and 
enforcement resources in a united attack on substance abuse, he worked with the Defense Bar, officials of the Trial 
Court, and community members to develop and implement in 1995 the first Drug Diversion Court in Massachusetts. 
The court demonstrated remarkable success in lowering the recidivism rate of high risk, long term drug abusers. 
Judge Ziemian has been instrumental in training other judges and court personnel resulting in the establishment 
of more than fifty Drug Courts in Massachusetts and New England, with others in the planning stages. Despite 
determined opposition from many in the court system, he has made Drug Courts a permanent and expanding part 
of the landscape of the courts. He has been able to forge a collaborative effort of existing resources: treatment 
providers, probation officers, police, community groups and others to establish courts using limited state and 
federal money. Judge Ziemian is a founding member and has been on the Board of Directors of both NADCP and 
the New England Association of Recovery Court Professional (NEARCP) where he serves as President. In 2007 he 
and his South Boston Drug Court were featured in the HBO Emmy Winning Documentary “Addiction.” He serves as 
a consultant to the Bureau of Justice Assistant (BJA) within the Justice Department, providing technical assistance 
to Drug Courts nationwide as well. As a Navy veteran, who was deployed during Operation Desert Storm, Judge 
Ziemian has taken an active interest in numerous Veterans’ issues. He is currently engaged in an effort to provide 
Veterans’ services to all Massachusetts and New England Drug Courts, as well as an effort to establish additional 
Veteran’s Court sessions across the Commonwealth. He is a graduate of Dartmouth College and Suffolk Law School.

November 19, 2020

Deirdre Calvert has been the Director of the Massachusetts Bureau of Substance Addiction services since April 2019.  
Previous to that, Director Calvert worked for more than 20 years as a clinical director and social worker in the 
Massachusetts substance use disorder system. Director Calvert holds a Masters in Social Work from Boston University, 
and is a Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker (LICSW).

Tom Coderre is currently the Regional Administrator, SAMHSA Region I.  He comes to SAMHSA Region I after 
serving as the Senior Advisor to the Governor of Rhode Island, where he has played an integral role in leading efforts 
to combat the state’s opioid crisis. Mr. Coderre previously served as the Chief of Staff at SAMHSA. He led the team 
that produced “Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health,” the first 
report from a U.S. Surgeon General dedicated to this public health crisis. He is the former National Field Director 
of Faces & Voices of Recovery and appeared in the documentary film, “The Anonymous People.” He also has an 
extensive background in government, serving as a member of the Rhode Island Senate from 1995-2003 and as Chief 
of Staff to the Senate President from 2009-2014. He has been recognized on numerous occasions for his dedication 
and advocacy efforts. Tom is a graduate of both the Community College of Rhode Island and Rhode Island College.

Helen Harberts, M.A., J.D., has been working in criminal justice since 1983. As a prosecutor, Ms. Harberts rose to 
become the chief deputy district attorney in Butte County, California. As a chief probation officer (1995 to 2002), 
she implemented multiple problem-solving courts. After the stint in probation, she returned to her roots as a 
prosecuting attorney, practicing law exclusively in problem-solving courts for over five years. She retired in 2011, 
but popped out of retirement for five months in 2012 to 2013 to serve as the interim director of the Harris County 
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Community Supervision and Corrections Department in Houston. She has published a Client Life Skills Workbook 
for the Hazelden Community Corrections Program, as well as writing chapters in Drug Courts, published by Springer 
Publications (2007), and NDCI’s The Drug Court Judicial Benchbook. Ms. Harberts continues to train probation and 
justice professionals across the United States. She was California’s Chief Probation Officer of the Year in 2000, and 
was honored as the 2009 Prosecutor of the Year by Region 8 of the California Narcotics Officers Association. In 
2013, Ms. Harberts was inducted into the Stanley Goldstein Drug Court Hall of Fame. It was the achievement of a 
professional lifetime.

Steve Hanson, M.S. Ed., is the associate commissioner of treatment for the New York State Office of Addiction 
Services and Supports (OASAS). He is responsible for the oversight of state-operated treatment programs, 
adolescent services, and criminal justice and recovery services. Mr. Hanson has been with OASAS since April 2001, 
when he was appointed director of the John L. Norris Addiction Treatment Center in Rochester. In 2007, he was 
named director of the Bureau of Addiction Treatment Centers, and in 2009 he was named director of treatment 
services. Mr. Hanson has over 30 years of experience in the field as a treatment provider, educator, and consultant. 
His ability to train criminal justice practitioners on substance use and treatment has been recognized both nationally 
and internationally. He has been a faculty member of NDCI and NADCP for 16 years. 

Stacy Hester, U.S.M.C., is a Marine Corps veteran who served 8 honorable, active duty years as an Intelligence 
Analyst, and Reconnaissance Marine. Having faced the cultural challenges of transition in the battle for home, he 
set his sights on continuing the purpose of serving after service by fighting for his fellow vets on the other side of 
active duty. This led to the formation of his service disabled veteran owned small business, 3C-Concepts—Speaking, 
Training, Program Development—where, among others, he developed a program transition concept called Veteran 
Rally Point, announced in 2019 by the Department of Defense as a best practice model.  He is deeply privileged to 
have served many years as a faculty member & consultant with Justice For Vets in training Veterans Treatment Courts, 
and continues that relationship today.  He is cofounder of Eagle OPS, a veteran foundation where he serves as 
Director of Development & Organizational Management in their mission of “Connecting Relationships & Resources 
to bring our heroes home, one operation at a time.” He believes when, together, we put passion to purpose, we will 
succeed in bringing our heroes home!  Stacy holds a Bachelor of Arts in the English Language & Literature.   

Honorable Mary Jane Knisely graduated from Texas Christian University with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology. 
Receiving her Juris Doctorate from the University of Montana School of Law, she clerked for the District Court before 
becoming a Billings Deputy City Prosecutor. In 1997, Judge Knisely was elected as Billings Municipal Court Judge 
and was elected in 2010 to the General Jurisdiction District Court Bench, becoming the presiding Chief Judge in 
2014. Judge Knisely pioneered Drug, DUI, Veterans, and Mental Health Courts in Montana. She currently presides 
over a Felony Impaired Driving Court, STEER (Sobriety, Treatment, Education, Excellence, and Rehabilitation), and 
a Veterans Treatment Court, CAMO (Courts Assisting Military Offenders). In May 2020, STEER and CAMO were 
selected as NADCP Academy/Mentor Courts. She is the Region 10 Judicial Outreach Liaison in partnership with the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the American Bar Association Judicial Division. Judge Knisely 
serves as faculty with the National Judicial College, NADCP, NCDC, NDCI, and Justice for Vets.  In 2010, he founded 
The Center for Veterans and Veteran Family Services at Daemen College in Amherst, NY. He spends considerable 
time with veterans involved in the criminal justice system with the Buffalo Veterans Treatment Court and Justice for 
Veterans. He also serves as Director of Military Programs for Higher Ground New York. 
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Joe Lunievicz has over 28 years of experience working in the fields of drug treatment and HIV/AIDS treatment and 
prevention. He has worked for the past four years with ACRIA’s senior management team and is now the senior 
managing director of the ACRIA Centers on HIV & Aging and Technical Assistance at Gay Men’s Health Crisis 
(GMHC). He was previously director of the Training Institute at National Development Research Institutes (NDRI) and 
executive director of its subsidiary NDRI-USA. Mr. Lunievicz’s background in working with older adults living with and 
at risk for HIV includes overseeing the Research on Older Adults with HIV (ROAH) 2.0 study, which has sites in New 
York City, upstate New York, San Francisco, Oakland, and Chicago. Through ACRIA’a Center on Technical Assistance, 
he manages the translation of this research into practice. He is also faculty for NADCP, specializing in drug court 
workshops on cultural competency, working with young adults in drug court, teambuilding, treatment modalities, 
understanding and coping with participant relapse, and working with lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
participants.  

Brian Meyer, Ph.D, L.C.P., is a clinical psychologist and the posttraumatic stress disorder/substance use disorders 
specialist at the Central Virginia VA Health System. He is also an assistant professor in the Department of Psychiatry 
and an affiliate assistant professor in the Department of Psychology at Virginia Commonwealth University. He 
obtained his A.B. from Harvard University and his Ph.D. in clinical psychology with a specialization in adolescents 
and families from Duke University.  He has worked in the child welfare and child and adult mental health fields as 
a clinician, administrator, teacher, policy maker, program developer, expert witness, researcher, and trainer. In his 
current roles, Dr. Meyer provides evidence-based treatment for veterans who have problems with PTSD, substance 
use, depression, TBI, and other cooccurring conditions; works with veterans and their families to address post-
combat adaptations; trains psychology trainees; and develops and conducts research on treatments for PTSD, 
substance abuse, and co-morbid conditions. 

Scott Tirocchi, M.A., M.S., L.P.C., served in the U.S. Army Reserves and the Rhode Island Army National Guard 
for twenty-one years; his occupational specialty was 31A (military police officer). While deployed to Afghanistan in 
2003-2004, he served as Commander for the training and doctrine component of Training Assistance Group II to 
the Afghan National Army. Scott is a licensed behavioral health clinician and has an employment background rooted 
in treatment and criminal justice.  Before his current role, he was employed with the RI Judiciary, serving in a dual 
capacity as Deputy Director for their District Court’s Pretrial Services Unit and program coordinator for their veterans 
treatment court. He has served as a behavioral health clinician in jail, prison, and hospital settings, as well as various 
community behavioral health agencies located in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. He has a Master of 
Arts in Human Development and a Master of Science in Human Services. 

Terrence D. Walton, chief operating officer (COO) for NADCP, is among the nation’s leading experts in providing 
training and technical assistance to drug courts and other treatment courts. Prior to being named COO in 2015, he 
was NADCP’s chief of standards. Before coming to NADCP, Mr. Walton was director of treatment for the Pretrial 
Services Agency for the District of Columbia. He also previously excelled as the director of what was then the District 
of Columbia’s leading adolescent outpatient substance use treatment center. Mr. Walton is an internationally certified 
alcohol and other drug abuse counselor with over 25 years of experience helping individuals and organizations 
champion positive change. He holds a B.A. degree in psychology and a master’s degree in social work with 
specializations in program administration and substance abuse. He is a member of the Motivational Interviewing 
Network of Trainers (MINT). A gifted and entertaining speaker, Mr. Walton travels extensively, informing and inspiring 
audiences across the globe.









The New England Addiction Technology Transfer Center 
is part of a national network that provide services to addiction 
treatment providers. The ATTC network is funded by the 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration’s 
(SAMHSA) Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) –  
a national leader in preparing the addictions workforce to 
deliver effective and culturally sensitive services that lead to 
long-term recovery.
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